Infective endocarditis associated with acute leukemia: Report of two cases.
There have been few reports regarding infective endocarditis (IE) in patients with leukemia. In the first case, a 15-year-old girl with Down syndrome was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. On admission, methicillin-sensitive Staphylococcus aureus (MSSA) was detected on blood culture. Echocardiography was performed because MSSA was detected repeatedly even after treatment. Vegetation in all of the atria and ventricles met the Duke criteria defining IE. She died of multiple organ failure 21 days after diagnosis. In the second case, an 11-year-old boy with acute myeloid leukemia underwent peripheral blood stem cell transplantation (PBSCT). He had fever 68 days after PBSCT, and methicillin-resistant S. aureus (MRSA) was detected on blood culture. Echocardiography showed vegetation in the right atrium and ventricle. Daptomycin was administered for 7 weeks, and recurrence was not observed. IE should be considered when S. aureus bacteremia is documented even in patients with leukemia.